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ates, etc. Nearly half of the volume is occupied with reports of sub¬ 
boards, committees, and reprints of laws in relation to different sanitary 
subjects, over which the Hoard of Health has jurisdiction, chiefly of local 
interest. Among the articles in the latter part of the book are to be noted 
an enthusiastic paper by C. 11. Taber, M.l)., on ‘‘A Knowledge of Bacte¬ 
ria, the basis of Scientific Hygiene,” in which the alluring possibilities 
opened to our view by the discoveries of Obermeier, Pasteur, Klebs, and 
AVood, glitter with a renewed lustre. Prof. J. Ford Prioleau, M.D., 
contributes an admirable essay upon Scarlatina, and an account of the 
“ Scarlatinous Epidemic of 1881 at Charleston, S. C.,” by which we are 
informed, that this outbreak was the most severe that had ever visited the 
city, and was remarkable for the violence and suddenness of its invasion. 
The fatal attacks numbered 117, and were distributed through the spring 
and summer months; the total number of cases is estimated at nearly 
1200. Dr. Prioleau also furnishes an article on “ Break Bone Fever, or 
Dengue,” valuable as containing the observations of an eye-witness to tin 
extensive epidemic. In an interesting paper by Dr. P. A. Wilhite, of 
Anderson, S. C., on the “ Etiology and Pathology of Intermittent and 
Remittent Fevers,” the author, with a refreshing independence of both 
the older theoretical and newer microscopical authorities, contends that 
there is no such thing as malaria, its supposed effects being due simply to 
a humid atmosphere. Articles on the “ Hygiene of the Eye in School 
Children,” by Geo. Howe, Jr., M.D., of Columbia, S. C.. and on “ Ven¬ 
tilation of School Rooms,” by B. AY. Taylor, M.D., of Columbia, are 
good compilations of existing knowledge in regard to these sadly neg¬ 
lected subjects, so important to the coming generation of Americans ; and 
essays on “ Forestry in South Carolina,” by F. F. Gary, M.D., and on 
the “ Causes and Prevention of Liver Complaint,” by S. Barnat, M.D., 
ex-President of the 8. C. Medical Association, are thoughtful papers well 
worthy of careful consideration. J. G. Ii. 


Art. XLI —A Manual of Practical Normal Histology. By T. Mitchell 
Pruddex, M.D., Director of the Physiological and Pathological La¬ 
boratory of the Alumni Association of the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, New York, etc. lbmo., pp. 205. New York: G. P. Put¬ 
nam’s Sons, 1881. 

The favourable first impression made by this little manual is increased, 
rather than diminished, by a closer examination of its contents. The 
book has been prepared for the use of those students and practitioners who, 
with a limited amount of time at their disposal, wish to acquaint them¬ 
selves, in a practical way, with normal histology, and is not designed to 
take the place of more elaborate treatises on the subject. To accomplish 
these purposes it is well adapted. With description of preparations made 
according to the methods recommended, and written for the most part at 
the microscope table, an accuracy and naturalness are secured which be¬ 
come a safe guide to the student, working either alone or under the eye 
of a teacher. 

The subjects treated include: 1. An introduction, in which general 
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methods for preserving tissues and preparing them for study are consid¬ 
ered ; then the cell in general. 2. Connective tissue. 3. Embryonal and 
mucous tissue; fat tissue; reticular connective tissue. 4. Cartilage; bone; 
teeth. 5. Blood and lymph. G. Muscular tissue. 7. Nerve tissue. 8. 
Bloodvessels and lymphatic vessels. 0. Lymph nodes; spleen. 10. The 
gastro-intcstinal canal. 11. Submaxillary gland and liver. 12. Supra¬ 
renal capsules; thyroid gland. 13. The respiratory apparatus. 14. The 
kidney. 15. The generative organs. 16. The central nervous system. 
17. The skin and its adnexa. 18. The eye. It will be seen that these 
subjects include all that it. is important for the practitioner to understand, 
and by following the directions laid down in Dr. Prudden’s book he may 
acquire, without a teacher, such knowledge of them as will enable him 
sufficiently to understand the pathology of the diseases of the tissues and 
organs involved. J. T. 


Art. XLII —A Treatise on the Diseases of Infancy and Childhood. 
By J. Lewis Smith, M.D., Clinical Professor of Diseases of Children 
in Bellevue Hospital Medical College, etc. etc. Fifth edition, thor¬ 
oughly revised. With illustrations. 8vo. pp. xvi., 828. Philadelphia : 
Henry C. Lea’s Son & Co., 1881. 

In a review which appeared in the April number of this Journal 
for 1809, we expressed the opinion that Dr. Smith’s work on the Diseases 
of Childhood, although incomplete, was a valuable addition to the existing 
treatises on this subject, inasmuch as it embodied the experience of a close 
and thoughtful observer, whose opportunities for the study of this class 
of diseases had been unusually extended. The fact that it has passed 
through four editions, and that a demand for a fifth edition lias made itself 
felt within twelve years of the time of the appearance of the first, will, 
we think, be accepted as proof that we did not there exaggerate its merits. 
The book is, however, no longer open to the charge of incompleteness. 
In each successive edition an effort has been made to supply the deficien¬ 
cies of its predecessors, and this has been done with so much success that 
its claim to be a complete treatise on the Diseases of Childhood will no 
longer be disputed. 

The most important addition which the author has made to this edition 
is a chapter in which he gives the results of a series of experiments, and 
observations conducted at the New York Infants’ Asylum and the New 
York Foundling Asylum, to determine the quantity of food required in 
infancy and childhood, to insure normal and healthy growth. The chap¬ 
ter on rachitis has been almost entirely rewritten ; important additions 
have been made to that on pleurisy, and throughout the book will be found 
abundant evidence that it has been subjected to a careful and intelligent 
revision. J. II. II. 



